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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b)(1), copies of the following patents and/or publications 
are herewith cited to the Office: 

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2006/0138088 Al (Meinherz, et al.), dated June 29, 
2006, corresponding to German Patent Application DE 103 25 683 B3, dated December 9, 
2004, and English abstract thereof; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,743,999 B2 (Muraki, et al.), dated June 1, 2004, corresponding to European 
Patent Application EP 1 207 601 A2, dated May 22, 2002; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,538,224 B2 (Furuta, et al.), dated March 25, 2003; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,459,568 32 (Matsushita, et al.), dated October 1, 2002; 

European Patent Application EP 1 174 968 Al (MuUer, et al.), dated January 23, 2002, and 
English abstract thereof; 

German Utility Model DE 296 20 438 Ul (inventor not named), dated March 6, 1997, and 
English abstract thereof; 
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Japanese Patent Application JP 54-68942 (Mizuno, et al.), dated June 2, 1979, and English 
abstract thereof; 

German Search Report, dated February 16, 2004; 
International Search Report, dated June 15, 2005. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned above is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, patents 
and/or publications, it is because no existing translation is readily available to the applicant. 
As per the notice in 1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003), no copies of any above-mentioned U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications are submitted for any application filed after 
June 30, 2003. 
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